TowN OF ISLESBORO
PO. Box 76 * 150 Main Road - Islesboro, Maine 04848
(207) 734-2253 - Fax (207) 734-8394

Janet R. Anderson
Town Manager

manager@townofislesboro.com

May 1, 2020

William Pulver, P.E., Chief Operating Officer
Maine Department of Transportation

24 Child Street

Augusta, Maine 04330

Dear Mr. Pulver,

The Town of Isleshoro Select Board is in strong support of the Maine DOT and the Maine State Ferry Service
formulating a new vision for Maine island ferry services that would serve communities like Islesboro well into the
later decades of this century. We have reviewed the Arcadia Alliance proposal. Itis very interesting to us and we
urge you to give it due consideration.

High-speed passenger service from Islesboro to Belfast would be a transformative move for the MSFS
o Enhances the viability of Isiesboro as a full-time community able to attract famities and jobs.

» Residents could take advantage of all the benefits of Belfast with its parking, public
transportation and ready access to stores or restaurants within walking distance.

*  With a proper schedule, it enables Islesboro residents to work a full-time mainland jobs, or
take advantage of mainland educational opportunities

»  Provides a lower-cost answer for emergency runs

*  Helps solve the limited parking and mainland transportation issues at the Lincolnville
terminal.

o Allows the MSFS to rethink the balance of passenger service coupled with efficient heavy freight and
vehicle ferries to/from Lincolnville. Ultimately reducing operating and vessel capital costs. Reducing the
environmental footprint and reducing the MSFS crew costs. For the islands, lower operating costs translate
into affordable ticket prices.

» Supports the Governor’s vision for reducing Maine’s environmental footprint

* Supports additional marine transportation jobs in the Penobscot Bay region.

Ultimately, such a new vision for Maine island ferry services will telegraph to the entire nation if not the world that
Maine, the MSFS and the state’s strong marine heritage is at the forefront of how to support rural offshore islands
while keeping costs and environmental impacts low.

Islesboro is ready and willing to help the DOT and MSFS in any appropriate way while you evaluate this proposal

and formulate a new vision for island ferry services. We sincerely hope that the Maine DOT and the Maine State
Ferry Service give this proposal serious consideration. Thank you for your time and attention.

owrtn 4. ke

Archibald L. Gillies, Chair, Islesboro Select Board

Incorporated April 6, 1789
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T Once Yo FHave Sopt Ou fha Ssland

It once you hove slapl on ot wland

You'll never be quile lhe some:

You moy loch or you looked the dar boiorc
And go by ihe same old nome.

You may busile aboul in sirewl ond shep:
You moy mi al homs ond zaw,

But you'll ses blus walei and whasling gulls
Wharevar yous lest moy go.

You may choil with Ilhe nmghbora of lhis gnd that
And close 1o your lice ke#p.

But youll heor shup whisile ond lighlhouse ball
And lidea baal lheough vour slesp

Oh. you wont know why, and you can’t say how
Suth chapgs upon you came.

But once you have slapt oo an iiond

Youll navar ba guila lhe same!

Rachel Field
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